Unit 2 - Yasmin

Part 1:  Pre-Listening Comprehension

Exercise 1:  Discussion   (see Teacher’s Book)

Exercise 2:  Normalisation: Questions
(
T20)


The aim of this first exercise is to allow you to become accustomed to Yasmin’s voice.  Listen to the first part of the interview and answer the following questions:

1. How did Yasmin travel from Seven Sisters to Walthamstow?

a. by bus

b. by car

c. by Underground

2. Which two cities does Yasmin mention?

Exercise 3:
Anticipating the next word (aural)   (          T21 to T27) 


(see Teacher’s Book)

Part 2:  Listening Comprehension

Exercise 1:  Gap-fill      (          T28)
In this first exercise, Yasmin talks about her brothers and sisters.

Before you listen, try to predict which words, or which types of words (nouns, adjectives, prepositions, parts of verbs, etc.) will fit in the gaps.   Then listen and check your answers.

1. Yasmin’s parents have __________ girls and one boy.

2. Nasreen is the __________ child and Shazia is the __________.

3. Yasmin’s __________ finds English names really __________ to pronounce.

4. The second oldest daughter’s name is P-__-__-__-__-__-__.

5. Yasmin’s brother’s name is S__-__-__-__-__-__.

6. The youngest daughter’s name comes from a __________.    

7. Her name is S-__-__-__-__-__.

Exercise 2:  True/False
       (
        T29)
Yasmin talks about why her parents moved to England.

Listen and decide if each statement is True (T) or False (F).  Remember to give reasons for your answers.

1. Yasmin came to England when she was a little girl.    

2. Yasmin’s parents moved to England from a big city in Pakistan.    

3. Yasmin’s father had three older and three younger brothers.    

4. Yasmin’s father began working on a farm at the age of 12.    

5. In Pakistan it seems only the oldest brother inherits the family’s land.    

Exercise 3:  Gap-fill          (
    T30)
Yasmin talks about her mother’s feelings about moving to England.

Before you listen, try to predict which words, or which types of words (nouns, adjectives, prepositions, parts of verbs, etc.) will fit in the gaps.   Then listen and check your answers.

1. Yasmin says a lot of British and __________ people in the __________ Ages left their countries because they wanted ‘to see the __________ and taste the __________’ of other parts of the world.

2. Yasmin’s parents came to England to benefit from the __________ and to find __________.

3. Yasmin’s __________ didn’t want to come to Britain at first.

4. She had been __________ at __________ when she was at school.

5. However, she was not __________ to __________ the village to pursue an __________.

6. This is why she was passionate about her __________ being __________.

7. She felt her daughters would have more of an __________ in Britain.  

Exercise 4:  True/False           (
 T31)
Yasmin talks some more about her parents moving to England.

Listen and decide if each statement is True (T) or False (F).  Remember to give reasons for your answers.

1. Yasmin thinks her parents were in their 20s when they left Pakistan.    

2. Yasmin thinks her parents were very brave to come to England.    

3. Yasmin says her parents are in their 60s now.    

4. Yasmin remembers very cold winters in England as a child.    

5. On one occasion a neighbour had to help Yasmin’s mother open the door because the lock was frozen.    

Exercise 5:  Questions
      (
        T32)
Yasmin talks about an incident from her childhood.

1. Who brought home a mango one day, when Yasmin was eight or nine years old?    
2. How much did each child get to taste?    

3. Who went without?    

4. What did Yasmin’s parents keep in Pakistan?    

5. When did Yasmin last visit Pakistan?    

6. Where did Yasmin see masses of mango trees?    

7. Which words does Yasmin use to describe the mangos?   
Part 3:  Interesting Language Points

Point 1:  The present simple

We use the present simple to talk about facts and things that happen regularly.  Look at these excerpts from Yasmin’s interview:

my mum finds English names difficult

the name doesn’t quite rhyme with the rest of us

Point 2:  The simple past

We use the simple past to talk about completed actions in the past.  We often use the simple past with a time expression, as in these examples from the interview:

My parents brought me over when I was four.

They came here to benefit from the economy and work.

When she was at school she was brilliant at maths.

I can remember when I was about eight or nine, my father brought one mango.

I went there about six years ago.

Point 3:  The past continuous

We use the past continuous to indicate that an action continued for a period of time in the past.  We often use the simple past and the past continuous together when a longer action is interrupted by a shorter one, as in these examples:

‘I was having a shower when you called, so that’s why it went to voicemail.’

‘Just to let you know Andreas is in hospital with a broken leg.  Apparently he was painting the ceiling when his mobile rang and he fell off the ladder.’

Now look at these examples of the past continuous from the interview:

I think my father was reading a novel…  (i.e. at the time the youngest child was born)

My father was working…  (i.e. when he lived in Pakistan)  
The lock was frozen in the door and she was trying to… struggling to open it…   (i.e.  when a passer-by tried to help)

and I was thinking… it’s nothing to have three or four mangoes in one day…    (i.e. while she was on holiday in Pakistan)

Point 4:  The present perfect simple

We use the present perfect simple to talk about things we have done during a period of time leading up to the present, as in these examples from the interview.  Remember that in spoken English ‘I have done’ normally becomes ‘I’ve done’.

I think over the years I’ve just developed a huge level of respect for my parents

I’ve only ever been to Pakistan once in my life…

Point 5:  ‘would’ when talking about the past

· When talking about her father, Yasmin says:



his feeling was that everybody would get a share of the land

In this case Yasmin is using ‘would’ to make a prediction about the past – what was likely to happen if her father didn’t leave Pakistan.

Here are some more examples:

‘When I was younger I was sure I would never own my own flat.’

‘I was worried my car wouldn’t start this morning as I haven’t used it in weeks.’

· Later in the interview Yasmin says:

in the late 60s, there’d be [i.e. there would be] several feet of snow sometimes

In this case Yasmin is using ‘would’ to talk about something that used to happen often.  Here are some more examples of this usage:

‘When we went to visit my grandmother, my brother and I would spend hours playing with her dog in the garden.’

‘When I lived in Paris I would have a croissant for breakfast every morning.’

Point 6:  ‘remember doing something’ for reminiscing

We often use this structure when we talk about our childhoods.  Look at these examples:

‘I remember skating on this lake when I was 11.’  

‘Do you remember meeting me for the first time?’

‘I remember waking up shivering every morning in winter until we got central heating.’

Now look at Yasmin’s example:

I remember thinking back to that childhood story.

Part 4:  Further Listening Practice

Exercise 1:  Recognising sentence stress      (         T33 )
Stressed words are the most important in spoken English because they carry 

the most meaning.  

Which words do you think Yasmin stresses in the following extracts?  
1. I’ve got two older sisters, then myself, and my brother and then two younger sisters.
2. my mum finds English names difficult
3. they wanted to see the um, wealth and taste the fruit of other parts of the world

4. so her brothers could leave
5. Actually they were not so young...
6. Maybe my mum was in her mid-thirties.  My, my dad might have been in his late thirties.
7. the winters used to be freezing

8. my father brought one mango
9. I’ve only ever been to Pakistan once in my life...
10. I was thinking, you know, there people sort of have… it’s nothing to have three or four mangoes in one day

Now listen to find out if your predictions were correct.

Exercise 2:  Pronunciation – cup /ʌ/ and put /ʊ/

Like many native speakers in northern England and the Midlands, Yasmin does not distinguish the /ʌ/ vowel sound found in the word ‘cup’ in standard English from the /ʊ/ vowel sound found in ‘put’.

Listen to how Yasmin pronounces the following words from the interview, and then listen to how your teacher pronounces them in standard English:


 T34
brother 
youngest
young

succulent

Can you now imitate Yasmin’s pronunciation, just for fun?

Exercise 3:  Discriminating between minimal pairs of sounds 1

Listen to your teacher read out these words and tick the correct boxes:
	A
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	think
	
	
	
	
	

	sink
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	reading
	
	
	
	
	

	leading
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	food
	
	
	
	
	

	foot
	
	
	
	
	

	D
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	eight
	
	
	
	
	

	hate
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	went
	
	
	
	
	

	vent
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	been
	
	
	
	
	

	bin
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	maths
	
	
	
	
	

	mass
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	those
	
	
	
	
	

	doze
	
	
	
	
	


Exercise 4:  Linking

(
T35)
When a word ends in a consonant in spoken English and the next word begins with a vowel, or when one word ends in the same letter as the letter at the start of the following word, the end of the first word will link with the start of the second word, making it sound as if the two words are one.  

Listen to these excerpts and mark where linking occurs.  Then check the answers with your teacher.

1. I’ve got two older sisters…

2. I think it’s all to do with familiarity.

3. my mum finds English names difficult

4. he’d worked on the land…

5. and taste the fruit of other parts of the world

6. because of the morality there, I suppose, pertaining to girls and women

7. I’ll have to really work this out.

8. there’d be several feet of snow

Exercise 5:  Recognising individual words in a stream of speech
     (            T36 to T43)     (see Teacher’s Book)
Exercise 6:  Discriminating between minimal pairs of sounds 2

Listen to your teacher read out these words and tick the correct boxes:

	A
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	things
	
	
	
	
	

	sings
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	route
	
	
	
	
	

	loot
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	then
	
	
	
	
	

	den
	
	
	
	
	

	D
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	his
	
	
	
	
	

	is
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	safe
	
	
	
	
	

	save
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	leave
	
	
	
	
	

	live
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	ones
	
	
	
	
	

	once
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	all
	
	
	
	
	

	hall
	
	
	
	
	


Part 5:  Further Language Development Practice

Exercise 1:  Gap-fill
   (
    T44)
Try to predict the missing words before you listen.  

Interviewer:  I
Yasmin:  Y

I: 
How did you (1) __________ here today?

Y:
Oh, I came (2) __________ tube.

I:
OK.  Seven Sisters?

Y:
That’s (3) __________, yeah.  So um, (coughs) Neil’s ever so (4) __________, so he (5) __________ me the route from his home ’cos I’m not (6) __________ with the area.  So (7) __________ night we (8) __________ a walk. ’cos we’d been, I’d been (9) __________ in the car from, from Leeds and then to Birmingham, so (coughs) the idea was (10) __________ have a stretch and um, have a little walk and so he, he wanted to show me the route from his home. And I’m (11) __________ for getting (12) __________ (laughs) and getting (13) __________ with my left and my (14) __________!

I:
Well, I’ll take you (15) __________ to the tube so you know you’re 
safe.  

Exercise 2:  Extension exercise

Fill in the blanks in these new sentences with words you heard during Yasmin’s interview.  The words are listed in the box to help you.  One of the words is used twice.


1. How are you __________ home?  Would you like a lift?

2. My best friend Claus is very __________.  I told him I had a cold last week and he immediately came round with a box of tissues and a bunch of flowers.

3. What’s the best __________ to your house from the motorway?  Should I take the dual carriageway into town or go round the ring road?

4. When you’ve been sitting in front of the computer for hours it’s a good idea to stand up and have a __________ otherwise you’ll get really bad backache.

5. My father is __________ for forgetting things.  He even forgot my birthday last year!

6. Sorry, but I’m a bit __________.  Should I press the control key or the enter key?

7. I __________ it very difficult to make time to relax.  I tend to work too hard.

8. Have you come across a __________ by Nicholas Drayson called ‘Confessing a Murder’?  It’s one of the best books I’ve ever read.

9. I think you’ll find the word ‘kir’ in French __________ with ‘fear’, not ‘fir’.

10. Can you bring the __________ of the shopping in from the car while I put the kettle on?

11. Until the Industrial Revolution in England, people used to work on the __________, but then they started moving to the towns and cities.

12. A lot of people from Eastern Europe come to live in Britain to __________ from the higher wages here.

13. She’s a really good actress, but she lacks __________ so she doesn’t try hard enough to get work.

14. Ben didn’t want to come to the party but I __________ him by telling him there’d be lots of food!

15. My neighbour’s son is __________ at squash.  He won the national under-15s championship last year.

16. When I was young we weren’t __________ to have dessert until we’d eaten all our vegetables.

17. I can’t __________ out how old Kim is.  Is she 11 or 12?

18. When we were kids, we __________ to play terrible games like ringing people’s doorbells and running away.

19. My key broke in the __________ last night so I had to break a window to get in.  Now I’ve got to find a locksmith who won’t charge the earth.

20. I was __________ up the road with five bags of shopping yesterday afternoon when my neighbour stopped their car and offered me a lift.  Wasn’t that __________?

21. The __________ in New Zealand is similar to that of the UK, except the seasons are reversed.

22. Would you like another __________ of cake?

23. Have you __________ been to Seville?  We’re going there next week for a mini-break.

24. We’ve got __________ of tomatoes growing in the garden.  Would you like to take some home?

Part 6:  Transcript with explanations of the lexis

 T45     (6’19”)

I: Interviewer
Y: Yasmin

I:
How did you get here today?

Y:
Oh, I came by (1) tube.

I:  
OK.  Seven Sisters?

Y:
That’s right, yeah.  So um, (coughs) Neil’s ever so (2) considerate, so he showed me the route from his home ’cos (3) I’m not familiar with the area.  So last night we took a walk. ’Cos we’d been, I’d been sitting in the car from, from Leeds and then to Birmingham, so (coughs) the idea was we’d (4) have a stretch and um, have a little walk and so he, he wanted to show me the route from his home. And (5) I’m notorious for getting lost (laughs) and (6) getting confused with my left and my right!

I:  
Well, I’ll take you back to the tube so you know you’re safe.  OK.  Um, Yasmin, can you tell me about your family?  Do you come from a big family?

Y:  
Er, yes, yeah.  Quite, quite big, (7) I suppose.  I’ve got two older sisters, then myself, and my brother and then two younger sisters.

I: 
Right.  Can you tell me their names?

Y: 
(laughs)  Can I remember them?!  (laughs).  OK, Nasreen is the eldest, and then Perveen and then myself, Yasmin, and then my brother, Sarfraz, um, my younger sister, Shaheen, and then the youngest, Shazia.  

I: 
OK.  They’re very difficult names, aren’t they…   for an English person.

Y:  
Um, I think it’s all to do with (8) familiarity.  I mean, (9) for instance my mum finds English names difficult.  (laughs)  So I think, I think it’s all to do with your, (10) our standpoint of what is difficult or not (11) is dictated by what is familiar and unfamiliar.

I:  
But take me through those names, like Shaheen.  I think S-H-A-H-double E-N.  Is that right?

Y:  
Yes.  That’s right, yes.

I: 
And yours is Y-A-S-M-I-N.  

Y:  
That’s right, yes.

I:  
OK.  What about the other ones?

Y:  
Um, Nasreen.  N-A-S-double R-E-N [sic].  Er, Perveen, P-E-R-V-double E-N.  And er, then Sarfraz – S-A-R-F-R-A-Z.  And then the youngest, Shazia.  Er, I think my father was reading a novel (laughs) and (12) the heroine’s name was Shazia, so her name doesn’t quite (13) rhyme with the rest of us.  (laughs)  And so the youngest, her, hers S-H-A-Z-I-A.

I:  
OK.  Were you born in this country?

Y:  
No, my parents brought me over when I was four.

I:  
From?

Y:  
From Pakistan.

I:  
Um, where in Pakistan?

Y:  
Er, near Lahore.

I:  
OK.  Was it a village or a town?

Y: 
A village.

I:  
Why did they come to England?

Y:  
I think um, what my fa… er, my father had six brothers – (14) it sounds quite biblical, doesn’t it!) (laughs) And he was the eldest and um, and he’d worked on the land since he was 12.  And the feeling was, his, his feeling was that um, (15) everybody would get a share of the land and, and so he just…  And the other… So one aspect was the same reason that um, British, French people escaped in the Middle Ages and were exploring the rest of the planet because they wanted to (coughs) see the um, wealth and taste the fruit of other parts of the world.

I:  
Right.

Y:  
And so in a, (16) in a similar fashion, I think, um, he, they came here (17) to um, benefit from the economy here and, and work.  So con…  So my father was working.  And um, my, my mother’s (18) motivation was…  she was not happy with the idea of coming over at all, really.  But then she was persuaded because when she was at school she was brilliant at maths but um, because of (19) the morality there, I suppose, (20) pertaining to girls and women, she was not allowed to leave the village (21) to pursue her education.  So her brothers could leave and um, go to the town, but she wasn’t allowed to.  So she always felt this as a loss and so (22) she was quite passionate about her daughters being educated, and so that was her feeling – that in England her daughters would have that opportunity.

I:  
Right.  How old were your mum and dad when they came to England?

Y: 
Goodness me!  Um…  (laughs)  Actually they were not so young, I don’t think.  I’ll have to, I’ll have to really work this out.  I’m not really sure.  Maybe my mum was in her was mid-30s.

I:  
Oh?

Y:  
My, my dad might have been in his late 30s.

I:  
Right.  That, that is a big life change.

Y:  
Yes, yes.  I mean I think over the years I’ve just developed (23) a huge level of respect for my parents because I think they were so (24) courageous in er, in um, making this huge change um, and I can remember in the late 60s the winters used to be freezing and um, we’d be… there’d be several (25) feet of snow sometimes.  And I can remember as a child my mum couldn’t open the… (26) the lock was frozen in the door and she was trying to… (27) struggling to open it and (28) a passer-by tried to help as well.  So they had… So this was the climate here, and, and they came from Pakistan which was the opposite climate.  

Y:
But also just things like as we, (29) we get habituated to certain things and you start to love certain fruits or certain food is natural to have. And, and er, I can remember when I was about eight or nine, my father brought one mango (laughs) and I can remember, you know, we all had a slice each and my mum didn’t have one because she wanted us all to have more.  And then (coughs) er, I’ve only ever been to Pakistan once in my life and my parents kept the farm and when I went there, which was about six years ago, (coughs) and um, the, the, the farm’s (30) an orchard and they’ve got (31) masses of mango trees and, and I was thinking, you know, there people sort of have… it’s nothing to have three or four mangoes in one day and, and they’re so (32) succulent and fresh and, and, and I, and I remember thinking back to that childhood memory.

I:  
That’s, that’s a really nice story.

Words and phrases

(1)
tube – the London Underground

(2)
considerate – thoughtful and kind

(3)
I’m not familiar with the area – I don’t know the area very well

(4)
have a stretch – to straighten your body after a long period of being in the same position, for example sitting in a car or in front of a computer 

(5)
I’m notorious for getting lost – I’m famous for losing my way

(6)
getting confused with my left and my right – mixing up my left and right

(7)
I suppose – I guess that’s true

(8)
familiarity – how well you know something

(9)
for instance – for example
(10)
our  standpoint – your position in the world

(11)
is dictated by – is influenced by

(12)
the heroine’s name – the name of the main female character in a novel

(13)
rhyme – words which rhyme have a similar sound, e.g. house/mouse, lice/mice
(14)
it sounds quite biblical – it sounds like something out of the Bible

(15)
everybody would get a share of the land – they would divide the land between the brothers

(16)
in a similar fashion – in the same way

(17)
to benefit from the economy here – to enjoy the economic advantages of living in Britain

(18)
motivation – your personal reason for doing something

(19)
the morality there – the standards that dictate people’s behaviour

(20)
pertaining to – concerning

(21)
to pursue – to continue

(22)
she was quite passionate about – she felt quite strongly about it

(23)
a huge level of – a large amount of

(24)
courageous – brave

(25)
feet – (plural of foot) There are 12 inches in one foot.  One inch is 2.54 centimetres.
(26)
the lock – the device in a door that you need a key to open

(27)
struggling to open it – trying very hard to open the door

(28)
a passer-by – somebody walking past the house

(29)
we get habituated to certain things – we get used to particular things

(30)
an orchard – an area of land where non-citrus fruit trees are grown

(31)
masses of – loads of, lots of

(32)
succulent – pleasantly juicy
allowed  benefit   brilliant  climate   confused   considerate   ever  find   getting   land  lock  masses  motivation  notorious   novel   persuaded   rest   rhymes   route   slice  stretch  struggling  used   work








